
Automated, Comprehensive, DASD Backup & Recovery

DASD Backup Supervisor

DASD Backup Supervisor (DBS) incorporates years of hard earned 

backup and recovery experience along with highly-developed 

‘Best Practices’ to provide a comprehensive, automated solution 

to your DASD backup and recovery requirements. Just a few of the 

DBS features that can be translated into a greatly simplified 

Backup and Recovery process and hard dollar savings are listed 

here. Contact OpenTech Systems, Inc. for more information and a 

Free Trial.

DASD Volume Auditing
DBS creates a volume list and continuously audits DASD volumes to ensure that 

all volumes necessary to the recovery process are backed up. DBS automatically 
detects and adds new volumes to the volume list, and notifies you of volumes 
that have been varied offline or deleted.

ISPF Interface to Simplify Generation of Backup & Recovery JCL
DBS provides a comprehensive ISPF interface to create the jobs that drive DFSMSdss and FDR 

backup and recovery processes. Creating jobs through the easy-to-use ISPF panels, reduces 
the errors caused by incorrect definition and administration of “raw” JCL.

Advanced Copy Features
Simplify and automate backup processes for DASD replicated using Flashcopy, 
SnapShot Copy or TimeFinder. DBS can perform advanced copy replication 
and backup and restore of IBM ESS (Shark) DASD, Ramac Virtual Array (RVA) 
using DFSMSdss or FDRINSTANT/FDR.  Advanced Copy backup and restore 
support of EMC Symmetrix utilizes FDRINSTANT and FDR.

Reduce Backup & Recovery Windows
DBS has been shown to be effective in decreasing DASD backup window 
requirements by hours - in some cases cutting the backup window requirement 
in half. The restore jobs generated by DBS are optimized so that the backup files 
are accessed in the order in which they were written to the backup tape, 
minimizing the number of required tape mounts and repositioning, which can 
dramatically reduce recovery times.



Data Encryption
Using criteria you specify and IBM’s ICSF interface, DBS minimizes 
CPU overhead required for encryption by selectively encrypting 
tape data to ensure it is protected from unauthorized access while 
tapes are enroute to the vault or a business partner. To further 
minimize CPU overhead DBS uses the IBM Cryptographic 
coprocessor, if available, and supports either Clear keys or 
Secure keys.

Maximize Backup Tape Utilization
DBS is specifically designed to stack Full Volume, Incremental and 
Differential backups onto high-capacity media to achieve optimal 
media utilization, reduce media handling costs and vault storage 
costs.

Multiple Backup Versions for Flexibility
DBS gives users the option of either creating a single backup, or 
creating duplex backup copies. Duplex copies are ideal for those 
data centers requiring one on-site and one off-site backup. DBS is 
able to restore from either of the copies.  DBS maintains several 
cycles of backups, much like generations in a generation data 
group. Any of these backups can be used in the recovery process by 
specifying the backup creation date/time or using the relative 
backup number.

Validating D/R Site DASD Configuration
DBS validates the DASD configuration at the D/R site and 
automatically selects the DASD available for the restore process 
based upon volume size and other user-specified criteria. DBS can 
CLIP the volume at the D/R site using the VTOC and VVDS 
specifications of the original volume.  If there are volumes 
unavailable for use at the D/R site because they are being used in 
another recovery operation, or are unavailable for some other 
reason, users can easily exclude those volumes by specifying the 
volser or UCB address so that DBS does not consider those volumes 
when selecting the “restore to” volumes.

About OpenTech Systems, Inc.
OpenTech Systems Inc. was founded in 1993 to design, develop and 
market industry leading software solutions for IBM mainframe 
centric data centers. OpenTech Systems is dedicated to excellence 
in products, service and support. Specializing in Disaster Recovery, 
Tape Storage Management, Application Performance Enhancement 
and Data Security solutions for OS/390 and z/OS, OpenTech 
Systems is the vendor of choice for many companies focused on 
ensuring business continuity, increasing operating efficiency and 
improving data security. OpenTech’s partners include leading 
storage suppliers and IT outsourcers as well as premier resellers 
around the world.

Automate Recovery for Fast Return to 
Operation
DBS generates fully automated recovery jobs to be shipped offsite 
with the backup tapes, or jobs can be created automatically at the 
recovery site. The restore jobs generated by DBS do not require the 
use of the system catalog or an active tape management system, 
making DBS the ideal choice for initial DASD restores in a D/R 
scenario.
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Process Status - At A Glance
To help you ensure that you are backing up and 
recovering what you want, DBS monitors the backup 
and recovery job streams continuously. The DBS ISPF 
interface monitors the backup and recovery 
processes and graphically displays the percentage of 
completion using real-time feedback.

 ----------------------- OpenTech DASD Backup Supervisor ----------------------- 
 DBS Rx.x.x PTF x       Monitor A Jobset by Data Movement                        
 COMMAND ===>                                                                    
                                                                                 
    Jobset Name:  DBSJOB001        Display Date and Time:  2005.223 09:19:56.17   
                                                                                 
         21,837 MB of      45,911 MB moved        47 % Complete                  
    First Task Completed:     08/11/2005 09:15                                   
    Last Task Completed:      08/11/2005 09:19                                   
    Elapsed Time:                         0:04                                   
    Estimated Completion:     08/11/2005 09:23                                   
                                                                                 
    Average Movement Rate:      5,459 MB per Minute                              
                                                                                 
    Percent   0   10   20   30   40   50   60   70   80   90  100                
    Complete  +----+----+----+----+----+----+----+----+----+----+                
              
              +----+----+----+----+----+----+----+----+----+----+    
                                                                                 
                                                                                 
   Auto Refresh NO  Yes or No, Refresh every 015 seconds                         
                                                                                 
 ENTER TO UPDATE, PF3 TO RETURN TO PREVIOUS PANEL
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